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ur Standard Lexicon defines absolute to mean, in its literal, or
general sense, free, independent of anything extraneous. 2.
Complete in itself; positive, as an absolute declaration. 3. Un-

conditional; as an absolute promise. 4. Existing independent of another
cause; as, God is absolute. 5. Unlimited by extraneous power or control; as
an absolute government or prince. 6. Not relative; as absolute space. See
Webster’s definition. As this word is nowhere used in the Scriptures to
qualify the word predestination, we will not contend for it, especially as the
word predestination when rightly understood needs no such qualification, as
it cannot be otherwise than absolute. We merely use the word absolute to
distinguish our views of predestination from those who, while they admit
that the term is frequently used in the Scriptures, deny its plain and obvious
meaning, as though it were only vaguely used by the inspired writers,
without any positive or unequivocal meaning.
On the signification of the word predestination, our brother is correct;
it means foreordination by an unchangeable purpose. But the grand question
on which we are principally at issue is, whether the predestination of God
extends to the wicked actions of men or devils. We have rejoiced greatly in
the firm belief that God’s government is universal, that there is not a
sparrow or a worm, but is found in his decree. That sin, and death, and hell
are under his control, so that the wrath of man shall praise him, and the
remainder of wrath he will restrain. If the Scriptures do not authorize us so
to believe, we know not at what hour we may fall a prey to the unbridled
rage of the enemies of God and of his people. If the divine government of
Jehovah only extends to the good conduct of his creatures, his government
is much more limited in regard to this world than we had supposed, for he

has informed us that there is none that doeth good; no not one. But that he
has set limits to the wicked men, we should infer from his declaration, “I
have formed the smith that bloweth the coals in the fire, and bringeth forth
an instrument for this work; I have created the waster to destroy. No
weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue that
riseth against thee in judgment, thou shalt condemn. This is the heritage of
the servants of the Lord, and their righteousness is of me, saith the Lord
(Isaiah 54:16-17).” If God has created the smith and the waster to destroy,
and so limited their operations that they cannot go beyond his decree, and if
this is a part of the heritage of his servants, they cannot yield it without
marring their inheritance. We confess that to us this part of the saint’s
inheritance is too valuable to be sold for a mess of pottage. Paul has said
that God worketh all things after the counsel of his own will; and God has
told us, by the mouth of Isaiah, that he has declared the end from the
beginning, etc., “saying, my counsel shall stand, and I will do all my
pleasure: calling a ravening bird from the east, the man that executeth my
counsel from a far country: yea, I have spoken it, I will also bring it to pass,
I have purposed it, I will also do it.” How unmeaning would all this language
be to us in the absence of predestination! The end declared from the
beginning, and yet not determined in the mind or purpose of God, how
preposterous! We cannot believe that our God would declare a thing
beforehand that he was undecided upon, and which might be quite different
from what he had declared; and if he has only declared what he had
determined on, that is the most absolute predestination that we have any
knowledge of. This predetermination of events extends throughout all the
intervening space, from the beginning to the end, and consequently
embraces all things. When wicked men conspired against the life and liberty
of Joseph, and against the predestination of his and their own destiny, as
signified by Joseph’s dreams, they intended evil, but God intended all for
good. If God had not previously intended to harden Pharaoh’s heart, he
would not have told Moses that he would do so. If he had not predestinated
that the children of Israel should sojourn in a strange land, and be afflicted

by the Egyptians four hundred years, he certainly would not have told Abram
so; read Genesis 15:12-16. Let it be remembered that God told Abram this
long before either the children of Israel or the Egyptians, who were to be
concerned in it, were born, and the things which the Egyptians were to do to
the children of Israel were such as God told Abram he would judge and
punish them for.
The Son of God was delivered into the hands of wicked men, that they
should, with wicked hands, do to him what God’s hand and counsel had
before determined to be done. He was delivered by the determinate counsel
and foreknowledge of God.
Paul writes to the Thessalonians concerning the manifestation of that
wicked people, whom the Lord would destroy, and says God will send them
strong delusions that they may believe a lie, that all may be damned, etc.
God said by the mouth of Isaiah that he would choose their delusions. This is
solid Bible testimony, and it is what we intended to express by the words
absolute predestination. And pray brother, what objection have you to it?
Would you wish the right, the power, or the government of God to be
circumscribed? Would you wish to restrict his government, and confine his
dominion to good people and their good works and leave the powers of
darkness to rage at random, without the restraint of God’s predestinating
decrees? Are you fearful that this view reflects upon the purity and holiness
of God? But why these fears? Are not the inspired Scriptures sufficiently
guarded to secure the honor of their supreme Author? If not, all our
attempts to supply the supposed deficiency will be as vain, if not as
presumptive, as Uzzah’s attempt to protect the ark of God. Because God
controls, restrains, overrules and disposes of all beings, and all events,
precisely as he eternally designed to do, it does not by any means follow
that he is the fountain from whence impurity proceeds. He is perfectly holy,
just and good; but he has all power to set bounds and limits to that which is
unholy, unjust and wicked. If it be admitted that God now has power to
restrain the wickedness of men and devils, according to his sovereign

pleasure, and that he is immutable, then it follows that he always had that
power. If it be denied that he has that power, where is the safety of his
church? Or if he has now a perfect knowledge of all beings and of all events,
then he must always have had that knowledge. It certainly does not become
us to say that either his wisdom, holiness, prescience or power, are at fault,
that he has allowed his creatures to rebel against his government, when he
had power and wisdom enough to have prevented it, if it had been his
pleasure so to have done. We do not charge our brother, nor those brethren
who are associated with him, with attempting to limit Jehovah, or set bounds
for him to be governed by, but we would give and take the admonition, “Be
still and know that he is God.” If we cannot comprehend him, it still is our
privilege to confide in him, for he is too wise to err, and too good to do that
which is wrong.
We have no disposition to press our views on those who do not
understand the Scriptures as we do, on every subject. But we wish all our
readers to understand that we do as firmly believe, and as greatly rejoice in
the doctrine of predestination, and its extension to everything in heaven,
earth and hell, as we do in any other part of divine revelation.

